
Housing units

3,207
HOUSING UNITS

$371,200
MEDIAN HOME 

VALUE

DARE COUNTY: $302,400
NORTH CAROLINA: $182,100

Own / Rent

Housing
As of 2020, of the 3,207 
occupied housing units 
in the municipal limits, 
40% of homes are owner-
occupied, 9% are renter-
occupied, and 51% of 
homes are considered 
vacant. “Vacant” includes 
homes that are rented, 
for sale, sold but not 
occupied, seasonal units, 
units for migrant workers, 
and other units. Nearly 
35% of  homes were built 
between 1980 and 1989.

Housing Types in the Study Area

Income 
Median 
household 
income has 
increased by 
75% since the 
year 2000. 

PoPulation Projections
The Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA) requires population 
projections at 5-year intervals for the next 30 years. These 
permanent population projections were created using the average 
annual growth rate between 2010 and 2020, modified by an 
estimate of the remaining vacant parcels. 

Age 
The median age has increased 
from 41 in 2010 to 50.1 in 2020. 

50.1
Median age 

Age Cohorts 

Race 
Since 2010, the population 
identifying as white 
alone, some other race 
alone, and two or more 
races has increased, 
while the Black or African 
American and Asian 
alone populations have 
decreased. The Hispanic 
population has increased 
by 89% since 2010.

Race 

Source: 2020 Decennial Census 

Past and current PoPulation 

Source: 2000, 2010, 2020 Decennial Census, ESRI   

PERMANENT 
POPULATION
The permanent 
population estimate 
for Kitty Hawk is 
7,656. Kitty Hawk’s 
population has 
increased by more 
than 23% since the 
year 2000.

Educational Attainment
Forty-four percent of Kitty Hawk’s population has a Bachelor’s 
degree or higher educational attainment. 

Housing Year Built

data sources 

Data provided by US Decennial Census, the American Community Survey, and ESRI. 

coMMunity Profile

eMPloyMent
Major industries in Kitty Hawk are retail trade, real estate,  
accommodation & food services, and construction. The largest 
growing employment sectors from 2010 to 2019 are the 
transportation and warehousing and information industries. Kitty 
Hawk’s job market brings in over 1,967 people to the area who live 
elsewhere. Only 361 people live and work in Kitty Hawk. While just 
over 1,014 live in Kitty Hawk and are employed outside of Kitty Hawk. 

1,014 
Live in Kitty Hawk, 

employed elsewhere

361
Live & Work in 

Kitty Hawk 

1,967 
Employed in 

Kitty Hawk, live 
elsewhere



study area overview MaP

Planning jurisdiction
In accordance with state law, the Town of Kitty Hawk may enforce 
planning and zoning powers within its planning jurisdiction. This is 
the study area.

wHo is involved
 + Planning Board
 + Town Council
 + Town staff and members of key partner and/or regulatory 
agencies

 + Members of the public

Public engageMent Milestones
 + Kickoff meetings with key local leadership and Town staff
 + Community Tour
 + Public open house meetings and listening sessions
 + Regular steering committee meetings
 + Regular staff coordination calls
 + Public adoption hearings (Planning Board and Town 
Council)

 + State review and certification process

Plan objectives and coMPonents

Project overview
Project scHedule



existing land use
This map was created by categorizing the most 
current property tax appraiser data in order to 
better understand the current use of land within 
the study area. This is an attempt to understand 
what is “on the ground”, and is not necessarily 
reflective of current zoning or ownership.

Existing Land Use Designation Acres

Residential 1,518

Commercial 416

Institutional, including medical office 94

Industrial 1.2

Parks 3.8

RV Parks 16
Vacant, open space, conservation, 
beaches 2,940

Other, incl. public utilities and rights-
of-way 25

existing land use



wetlands
The Town of Kitty Hawk encompasses 
significant wetland acreage, both coastal and 
upland. Much of these are already protected.

Habitats and biodiversity
Coastal wetlands provide environmental 
and economic benefits, including being a 
major component of the local quality of 
life. The highest biodiversity areas are in 
the coastal forests and in wetland areas. 
Submerged aquatic vegetation is also very 
important to underwater biodiversity and 
wildlife habitat.
Source: NC DCM Interactive Wetland Mapper

biodiversity and Habitat

wetlands

Project overview



1 foot of sea level rise by 2040
Over the next 20 years, the creeks will continue to widen. 
Low lying areas will experience more regular flooding.

2 feet of sea level rise by 2065
Low lying areas and neighborhoods will flood regularly.

3 feet of sea level rise by 2085
Most of the neighborhoods and natural areas on the sound 
will experience a significant change.

storM vulnerability
The sound side is most vulnerable to storm surge inundation during hurricanes.

areas of sPecial flooding concern
A sizable area of the Town is within the FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area (aka 1% annual 
flooding chance or 100-year floodplain). Most of that is wetlands, coastal forest, or 
conserved areas.

Project overview




