[image: ]              Storm Preparation: Steps to Take Today

During an emergency, your personal safety is more important than your most valuable property.  Take steps now to help your family prepare for an emergency.  Store these supplies in a safe, accessible location:  first aid kit and essential medicine, water and non-perishable food (include baby food and food for special diets), portable radio, flashlights, extra batteries, and non-electric can opener. Persons who live in frequently flooded areas should keep on hand materials such as sandbags, plywood, plastic sheeting, and lumber which can be used to protect property.  Remember, sandbags should not be stacked against the outer walls of a building since, when wet, the bags may create added pressure on the foundation. 

You will need to make plans to secure your property.  Replace windows with impact glass, install  permanent storm shutters, or board up windows with 5/8” marine plywood, cut to fit and ready to install.  Tape does not prevent windows from breaking.  Install straps or additional clips to securely fasten your roof to the frame structure, which will reduce roof damage. Make sure trees and shrubs around your home are well trimmed so they are more wind resistant.  Clear loose and clogged rain gutters and downspouts.  Reinforce your garage doors.  Make plans to bring in all outdoor furniture, decorations, garbage cans and anything else that is not tied down.  Determine how and where to secure your boat.  Install a generator for emergencies.  Consider building a safe room.

Buy flood insurance. Property owners can insure their buildings and contents, and renters can insure their possessions. Keep in mind, there is a 30-day waiting period before a flood insurance policy takes effect, so do not get caught applying for flood insurance the day before a storm. For more information, call your local insurance agent or the NFIP at (800) 621-FEMA or visit www.floodsmart.gov.  Property owners can insure their buildings and contents, and renters can insure their possessions.  Keep your insurance policies and a list of personal property in a safe place, such as a safety deposit box.  Know the name and location of the agent(s) who issued these policies.
Create a family emergency plan:  Know what to do if you have to evacuate.  Make sure you know how to contact members of your family and have an emergency contact number for someone out of state who knows where you are in the event of an emergency. Make sure your pet is included in your emergency plan. Shelters do not have staff or facilities to care for animals. Frightened pets may be injured or killed during severe storms. To look for pets after a storm, call the Dare County Animal Shelter at (252) 475-5620.  You may want to offer assistance to an elderly or disabled family member or neighbor that may be alone and may need your help during an emergency.  Make your plans ahead of time and practice them.  
Be informed:  Know evacuation routes, and listen to local authorities when asked to evacuate. Everyone should know their risks. People should have disaster plans and be ready to vacate their residence when advised by local authorities.  Determine where you would go and how you would get there if you needed to evacuate.
Information from 2013 Fall Flyer, www.floodsmart.gov, and www.ready.gov
image1.png




