Important Terms Used in Beach Nourishment Discussion
BERM as used in the Kitty Hawk nourishment discussion:  Flat Beach Area (Dictionary definition – a narrow shelf or path at the top or bottom of a slope).
Berm as used when FEMA repaired dunes after hurricane Isabel:  A bank of earth east of highway 12.  (Dictionary definition – a mound or bank of earth).
Dune as used in the Kitty Hawk nourishment discussion:  a high bank of manmade sand formed along some oceanfront.  (Dictionary definition – a hill or ridge of sand piled up by sand).
Design berm is the minimum beach that is desired during the 5 year cycle prior to any required maintenance.
Advance fill is the sand placed on the beach seaward of the design berm and is expected to erode (move to seaward) over the 5 year cycle.
Sacrificial sand is another word used to describe Advance fill.
Construction berm is the total berm at the end of construction.  It includes “design Berm” and “advance fill”.  
NAVD is North American Vertical Datum.  It is the vertical control datum established for vertical control surveying in the U.S. (a berm 6 feet in elevation means 6 feet above the survey established control point.)
MMD is an acronym for “Minimal Dune Design”.  If used in Kitty Hawk it refers to the design that would include both a dune and berm within the limits of nourishment funding available.  
Overtopping means ocean water coming over a dune line.
Run up means the elevation a wave would run up on the beach before stopping.  (Maximum run up is a function of the distance the shoreline is advanced seaward by a given beach fill design.  A wider beach lowers the wave run up elevation).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Starter dune is small ridge of construction sand pushed up to enhance rapid accumulation of blowing sand using sand fencing. 

