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Take time to devise an Emergency Plan – Prepare in advance
· Map out an evacuation route.
Sometimes getting your horses out of harm’s way is not possible.  If you have time you can move them to a safe area to ensure their safety.  Make a list of possible destinations such as a friend’s farm or facility that offers overnight stabling.  Sometimes when there is a widespread disaster animal welfare groups will offer temporary housing & care for horses.  You will need to make a list of locations with directions of several locations in case your first choice is not available.  Several directories for overnight stabling facilities can be found on line.  It is also a good idea to visit the facilities to ensure their suitability.  The list of facilities and driving instructions should be kept in the glove compartment of your tow vehicle as well as a copy of your horses(s)’s Coggins.  Make sure your trailer is in good condition and quickly accessible to hitch up and load.  The tow truck should have plenty of gas.  Bring as much hay & feed as feasible and do not forget to pack any medications the horse(s) might need.  You can make arrangements with other owners in your area to share trailer space. Be sure that your horses are trained to load in difficult circumstances.  Rehearse your evacuation plan including alternatives.  Another option is to contact a commercial hauler.  
· Devise a backup plan
If there is no time to evacuate or you must leave some of the horses behind, decide where they will be the safest.  A barn may collapse in high winds and if there is a fire there would be no escape.  Flying debris is always a danger outside.  Horses tend to fare better outside in a large pasture where they can find their own shelter.  Leave a large supply of water & hay since your return may be delayed.
Turning horses loose should only be done as a last resort.  Free roaming horses are pretty good at finding safe ground and forage, but there are other dangers to consider such as getting into traffic, entanglement in fences or being killed by a downed power line.  If you turn a horse loose remove his halter or any other tack that could become entangled unless you are sure it will break away under normal pressure.
· Be ready to identify your horse
If you are separated from your horse you will need to prove ownership to claim him.  Options are a micro-chip, brand, tattoo, or eyeD, which uses iris-scan technology.  If you use one of these options make sure the registration is up-to-date.  Also keep clear photographs of your horse, including close ups of any distinguishing feature, in a safe place.
Attaching identification to halters is a good idea, but halters can be broken or lost.  A plastic tag using indelible ink can be braided into the horse’s mane or you can paint your phone number on his side.
More Information at:
http://www.ncagr.gov/markets/livestock/horse/EquineDisasterResponseAlliancePartners.htm
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