KITTY HAWK RECREATION COMMITTEE 

MINUTES

Regular Meeting, July 31, 2007 – 7:00 p.m.

Kitty Hawk Municipal Building

AGENDA  

1.  Call to Order/Attendance

2.  Approval of Agenda

3.  Approval of Minutes from June 26, 2007 

4.  Public Comment

5.  Old Business

· Sandy Run Park Interpretative Signage –

The Committee and staff need to begin looking at signage layouts.  If you are interested in helping please contact Holly.  Holly will be setting up time to meet with Ann Wunderly, Coastal Reserve Manager, to look at the Interpretative Signage recently installed at the Coastal Reserve

· Committee Handbook –

Please review the contact information on the Recreation Committee Members page 
and 
make sure your phone numbers, addresses, and e-mail addresses are correct.    
6.  New Business:  

· Election of Officers –

Chapter 13 Parks and Recreation, Section 13-18 Officers states that, “Elections shall be held at the first meeting in July and new officers shall take their seats at the following meeting.”  

· Planning Board Review Recreation Master Plan –

Planning Board will meet on August 16th, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. to review the Master Plan.  We encourage everyone to attend.  The Planning Board will be providing valuable feedback and may also have questions that require Committee feedback.  

· Additional Oceanside Parking --  Ricky Brake, Dusty Rhodes  

· Sandy Run Park Ribbon Cutting --  

A  tentative date of September 7th has been set.  

7.  Project Updates

· Town Council Action & Resolution requesting multi-use path funding --   

The Town has received $200,000 in discretionary funds for the construction of multi-use paths.  

· Dusty Rhoads – Heritage Project
· Post Office parking for Bath House

· Sandy Run Park

8.  Items brought up by Committee Members

9.  Adjourn

1.  CALL TO ORDER/ATTENDANCE:   
Chairman Monroe called the meeting to order at approximately 7:20 p.m.   
Page 2 of 7

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Joseph Monroe, Chairman 








Bruce Ferrier, Vice Chairman








Christine Buckner












James Jackson 








Dusty Rhoads








Ricky Brake












Alice Faircloth

COUNCIL LIAISON PRESENT:


Councilwoman Emilie Klutz

STAFF PRESENT:




Sandy Hawley, OAR, substituting for 



Barbara Smith, Secretary (recuperating 


from her accident) 
2.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Ferrier made a motion to approve the Agenda.  Faircloth seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved, 7-0.  
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JUNE 26, 2007:


Hearing no changes, corrections or deletions, Buckner made a motion to approve the Minutes, and was seconded by Ferrier.  The motion was approved unanimously,  7-0.  

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT:    None

5.  OLD BUSINESS:  

· Sandy Run Park Interpretative Signage.    
The Committee and staff need to begin looking at signage layouts.  If you are interested in helping please contact Holly.  Holly will be setting up time to meet with Ann Wunderly, Coastal Reserve Manager, to look at the Interpretative Signage recently installed at the Coastal Reserve.  

Chairman Monroe reminded the members that they were to choose a subject for the interpretative signage.  Jackson indicated that he had information about all of the poisonous snakes in North Carolina including the cottonmouth, copperhead, pygmy rattler, and coral snakes.  Monroe provided additional material about cottonmouths.  Rhoads noted that he has also seen timber rattlers, and other members discussed snakes they had seen.  Jackson suggested putting photographs of the four snakes that members had seen on the signs, and to provide information about snake bite treatment and snake alerts, such as where snakes like to stay, to wear high top shoes, and to keep dogs on leashes.  Monroe noted that he had seen blue herons, great white herons, and egrets in the area, and Buckner had seen a green heron there.  Ferrier described three active nests of ospreys which return every year. 

Kitty Hawk Recreation Committee Meeting, July 31, 2007
Page 3 of 7

There are nice signs along the multi-use path along The Woods Road that the members can look at for ideas.  Councilwoman Klutz commented that Liaison White would like members to accompany her to view the Coastal Reserve signs; anyone who would like to do that should contact her.  Buckner suggested that the members take a look at the signage both on the Coastal Reserve and on the multi-use path along The Woods Road.  

The members discussed creating a map of Kitty Hawk Woods and the Coastal Reserve with the park included in it, and Ferrier suggested that information be provided that it is one of only five maritime forests left in the world.  It has not yet been determined where the signs are to be placed, and the members discussed locations for them.  Councilwoman Klutz will pass on a request to Liaison White to research how creation of a map can be done with the County’s capabilities.  The members would like a map that designates Kitty Hawk Woods, with an inset of the park in that map, and then a separate map of the park itself with its trails. 

· Committee Handbook.  

Please review the contact information on the Recreation Committee Members page and make sure your phone numbers, addresses, and e-mail addresses are correct.  
Buckner noted that she had e-mailed a corrected e-mail address to Liaison White, who will develop a new page of the members’ information.  The other members also indicated changes to be made to the members’ page which OAR Hawley noted for Liaison White’s attention.  
*.
Rollout walkway along Lillian Street.  (*Added at meeting)  

Chairman Monroe indicated that Liaison White had given him some information today to pass on to the members.  An unidentified person has suggested that the Town make a walkway along Lillian Street to enable people to walk to the beach without walking on the sand.  Councilwoman Klutz indicated that sand walkways had been used at the beach accesses previously, but did not work very well since several people fell on them.  However, if they were laid flat, it might be easier for people to walk on them.  The rollout walkways are about to be auctioned, and if the Committee would like those to be used, these must be removed from the auction.  Councilwoman Klutz will request that Liaison White have those removed from the auction.  Brake suggested that if the walkways do not work they could be rolled up and used elsewhere if necessary.  They could meander the walkways around the sand dunes.  

As to Lillian Street itself, Brake discussed the problem of the parking area at the beach access. Visitors have had unfortunate experiences with their vehicles being towed or ticketed since there is not enough parking.  He suggested that expanding the parking westward along Lillian Street should be researched to find out if in the future they could connect it to Lillian Street, and provide one-way traffic and parallel parking on both sides of the street.  This would create another 20 to 25 spaces.  Councilwoman Klutz indicated that when it was a street with parking on it, road funds would have been used, however, Council wanted it to be a beach access and not a street.  When it became a beach access they applied for CAMA funding.  Due to the concerns of a property 
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owner, they were required to leave the dune in place on the east side.  CAMA had also put the setback line on the west side of the road and designated that dune as the first line of vegetation.  

The members continued to discuss the area and the suggestion to put in a walkway.  None of the members objected to putting down the rollout walkways, so those will need to be removed from the plans for auction.

Councilwoman Klutz suggested that they look at the western part of Lillian Street, and discussed adding another angled parking lot to the west..  Brake indicated that if they used parallel parking, they could add as many as 16 parking spaces.  He had spoken with Engineer Stewart about expanding to the west who did not see a problem with it.

Answering a question about the reason for seeking grants, Councilwoman Klutz explained that seeking grants saves the taxpayers money and helps to keep the taxes down.  Additionally, this fiscal year’s budget is set, so a new project could not be considered until next year’s budget and it might therefore be quicker to seek a grant, especially since they are only seeking more parking.  Councilwoman Klutz will carry the Committee’s request forward to look at pulling one or two No Parking signs to provide more parking spaces, and to research expansion of Lillian Street parking to the west.  Monroe also recommended that parking be allowed on both sides of the road.  

Rhoads also discussed the problem with the curb at the beach access, the money left over from the grant, and the problem where a new residence is being built.  Due to members’ questions about what happened to the money left over from the grant, Councilwoman Klutz will look into how that was disbursed.    

6.  NEW BUSINESS:  

· Election of Officers.  
Chapter 13 Parks and Recreation, Section 13-18 Officers states that, “Elections shall be held at the first meeting in July and new officers shall take their seats at the following meeting.”  

Chairman Monroe announced that the October meeting will be his last one because he is retiring at that time.  He has served for 12 years.  Buckner suggested nominating Monroe for another term as Chairman, and then deal with his departure in October.  

Buckner nominated Monroe to serve another term as Chairman until such time as he leaves.  Brake seconded the nomination.  They will vote for another Chairman at the time that he leaves.  The nomination was approved by a unanimous vote of 7-0.   
Monroe nominated Ferrier to continue as Vice Chairman, which was seconded by Brake.  Ferrier was unanimously re-elected as Vice Chairman, 7-0.  

· Planning Board Review Recreation Master Plan.  
Planning Board will meet on August 16th, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. to review the Master Plan.  We encourage everyone to attend.  The Planning Board will be providing valuable feedback and may also have questions that require Committee feedback.     
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Chairman Monroe encouraged all members to attend the Planning Board meeting if possible since it is important for the members to see how the process works and to answer any questions that the Planning Board may have. Councilwoman Klutz indicated that she might not be able to attend, and Faircloth will definitely not be there, both due to family concerns.  
· Additional Oceanside Parking:  Ricky Brake, Dusty Rhoads.  
Rhoads reminded the members that the duties of the Committee include “…serving as a liaison between the Town Council and the citizens to examine and determine desires for locations of various types of recreational facilities.”  He indicated that a concerned citizen came to him and mentioned that a surf shop is now vacant, which he mentioned to the Town Manager and Liaison White, and suggested that they research a grant to procure that property.  An ocean rescue facility and possibly a small park could be created, such as Kill Devil Hills had done.  He also suggested leasing out the Town property near Black Pelican to a concessionaire to produce some income.  Brake suggested that they also look at other properties that might be available for these purposes.   Monroe and Buckner discussed County property to be developed in Kitty Hawk.  Councilwoman Klutz noted that the County has had cuts in their budget since their revenues are down, and money is not there for large projects.  The members discussed the possibilities of acquiring funds to provide recreation facilities such as a skate park in Kitty Hawk.    

· Sandy Run Park Ribbon Cutting.  
A tentative date of September 7th has been set.  

Chairman Monroe queried if any member had a conflict with the date of Friday, September 7th for the ribbon cutting ceremony.  The park may be completed by then, and some of the people who provided the grant cannot be there until that date.  No one voiced an objection to that date.  

*.
Lillian Street.  (*Added at meeting)  

Rhoads related that a  citizen had complained to him that people were walking over the fence at the Lillian Street Beach Access and discussed the need for more accesses on the north side of the dune.  He has made Public Works Director Midgett aware of the complaint.  Councilwoman Klutz cautioned that this may not be Town property, and described problems Public Works had last year in planting vegetation.  The fence is faced that way to stabilize the dune; when people walk over the dune, it kills the grass plantings.   She will look into this problem.   

7.
PROJECT UPDATES:  
· Town Council Action & Resolution requesting  multi-use path funding.  

The Town has received $200,000 in discretionary funds for the construction of multi-use paths.  

Chairman Monroe related that the funds would be spent for work on the multi-use path from the Kill Devil Hills line to Tateway, and on the plan for the path along the Bypass near Wal-Mart.  
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Brake suggested that the Town should consider using concrete as the material in those places.  He described how Southern Shores is replacing their asphalt bike path again.  He said that grass will grow more quickly through asphalt than it will through topsoil, but does not grow through concrete.  He felt that concrete needs to be strongly considered, and the Southern Shores situation checked out.  Ferrier added that this can also be seen along the bicycle path that was built along Kitty Hawk Road from Austin Cemetery; the grass there is also coming up through the asphalt.  There was some discussion about maintenance of the multi-use paths.  Councilwoman Klutz said she had inquired if they could use Powell Bill funds to maintain the Town’s bike paths, and had been told that they could as long as it was in the public right-of-way.  Brake noted that the cost for concrete would be within ten percent of the cost for asphalt, and there would be no maintenance required.  There would be constant maintenance of asphalt with eventual replacement necessary, while concrete will last forty plus years.  

Monroe requested that Council look into that.  Brake noted that they had researched it, and strongly recommended that they consider concrete for both projects.  Councilwoman Klutz advised that the money that the Town supposedly received was appropriated by the State at the end of this past fiscal year and given to NCDOT for the bike paths.  They must find out if DOT will allow the Town to actually do the bike path rather than DOT.   

Brake had suggested last month to build a short piece of detached concrete sidewalk on the east side of Kitty Hawk Road from the Bypass to the Beach Road in front of the post office.  He noted that it is a very busy street.  He queried if this could be included in the same plan as the other projects.  The Committee discussed what this would entail.  

· Dusty  Rhoads – Heritage Project.  

Rhoads reported that the Heritage project will continue after Heritage Day as a winter project.  

· Sandy Run Park.  

Buckner questioned if Liaison White has contacted Jimmy Hewitt regarding his offer to plant trees in Sandy Run Park.  She had discussed this at a previous meeting, but it was suggested that they wait until the vegetation from the contractors had been planted.  Since Mr. Hewitt made that generous offer, she wanted to ensure that someone has followed up and contacted him.  Councilwoman Klutz said that she would discuss it with Liaison White.  

Buckner asked if the Contractors had a warranty on the vegetation they planted, because some of the trees and the smaller shrubs that are in the island are dead or dying.  Brake said he had discussed that with the contractor and he would look at it again.  Someone needs to be watering those plants, especially with this drought.  Monroe added that someone needs to water the other plants which will die if it is not done.  Brake related that watering was not part of the Contractor’s contract.  
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The members discussed the opening of the park, locating port-a-potties, and the need for picnic tables for the pavilion.  Brake pointed out that the park is finished.  Monroe suggested that the Recreation Committee has the money to purchase picnic tables for the pavilion.  Brake suggested that someone make a motion that the Town buy a picnic table or two to be placed under the pavilion.  Buckner made that motion, and Brake seconded.  

Monroe and Buchner suggested that the members go out to the park before the next meeting to see what other items are needed, including picnic tables and bike racks.  Monroe noted that the Committee does have some money to use for such amenities.  Brake suggested that they take that money and spend it on needed items in the park, such as litter receptacles and benches.  

· Post Office Parking for Bath House.  

Councilwoman Klutz noted that a letter had gone out to Congressman Jones and Senator Basnight to help Kitty Hawk obtain permission from the Post Office to use its extra space for parking.  The area of the parking lot is 20,000 sq. ft.  They are asking to do this without cost to the Town.  

*.
Intersection of The Woods Road and the Bypass.  (*Added at meeting)  

Councilwoman Klutz reported that people are cutting across the bike path at the intersection of The Woods Road and the Bypass.  The State has ordered bollards, which are supposed to be better than those that were placed at Colington Road. That is in the works and they are only waiting for the bollards to be received.  

8.
ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS.    (See additions with asterisks)  
9.
ADJOURN:   

Ferrier made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Jackson.  The motion was unanimously approved, 7-0.  Time was approximately 8:58 p.m.   The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 28, 2007.  







    ______________________________ 



Joseph Monroe, Chairman


__________________________________







Barbara A. Smith, Secretary

These Minutes were approved at the ______________  meeting.
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