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KITTY HAWK RECREATION COMMITTEE 

MINUTES

Regular Meeting, March 27, 2007 – 7:00 p.m.

Kitty Hawk Municipal Building

AGENDA  

1.  Call to Order/Attendance

2.  Approval of Agenda

3.  Approval of Minutes from February 6, 2007

Acknowledgment of Minutes from February 27, 2007

4.  Public Comment

5.  New Business:

· Committee Projects

6.  Project Updates

a.  Lillian Street Beach Access

b.  Harris Tract Park Development

c.  Kitty Hawk Village Multi-Use Path

d.  Roanoke Island Park Property

e.  Additional Parking for the Bath House Beach Access at the Post Office

7.  Items brought up by Committee Members

8.  Adjourn

1.  CALL TO ORDER/ATTENDANCE:   
Chairman Monroe called the meeting to order at approximately 7:15 p.m.   
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Joseph Monroe, Chairman 








Christine Buckner












James Jackson 








Dusty Rhoads








Alice Faircloth

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:

Bruce Ferrier, Vice Chairman, Excused


Chris Layton  








Ricky Brake






COUNCIL LIAISON PRESENT:


Councilwoman Emilie Klutz

STAFF PRESENT:
Holly Basnight-White, Liaison/Env. Planner








Barbara Smith, Secretary
Liaison White advised that Roxanne Dorman has resigned from the Recreation Committee, and Vice Chairman Ferrier will not be able to attend a few meetings.  (SECRETARY’S NOTE:  Dorman’s resignation leaves eight members.)  
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2.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Buckner made a motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Jackson.  The motion was approved by a vote of 5-0.  
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 6, 2007:


Buckner noted that Rhoads was not present at that meeting, and should be removed from the “Committee Members Present” list on Page 1.  Buckner made a motion to approve the Minutes with that correction.  After a second by Jackson, the Minutes were approved, 5-0. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 27, 2007:  

Buckner noted an addition on page 2 under “1.  Sampson Marine” to clarify that the discussion in that paragraph regarded the Harris Tract Park.  (SECRETARY’S NOTE:  No motion was made, nor vote taken, since that meeting was limited to discussion due to lack of a quorum.)  
4.  PUBLIC COMMENT:    None

5.  NEW BUSINESS:  

·  Committee Projects.  

Liaison White discussed the Committee’s interest in some projects, such as choosing important features on the interpretative signage at the Harris Tract Park.  Monroe felt the members should be involved in developing the signs.  A large directory is needed at the entrance to the park, as are interpretative signs about the wildlife that can be seen in the park.  A name for the park will be chosen soon.  Liaison White suggested that if the Committee works on the signage over the next two months, it will coincide with the park completion.  She requested that the members think about the wildlife and plants they might see in that area, and indicated that the members may go out there now to see what has been accomplished to date.  

Buckner queried what will be done to prevent basketballs passing over the berm and on to the road.  Liaison White said that she could look into that.  She suggested that the members make a field visit as the park nears completion.  In the meantime, the members agreed to work on ideas for the flora and fauna interpretative signs.   

6.
PROJECT UPDATES:  
a.
Lillian Street Beach Access.  
Councilwoman Klutz advised that this access had been paved today when she drove by it.  Liaison White informed the members that the sign would be erected fairly soon, possibly by April 1st.  They still plan to plant yucca bushes, but these may be mingled with other plantings.  
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b.
Harris Tract Park Development. 
Liaison White reported that delivery of the gazebo is projected for Friday, March 30th.  The sidewalks have been paved, the basketball goal is up, and the dock has been completed at the water’s edge.  It looks as if almost everything has been completed except for paving, installing the pavilion area, and the walkway through the woods. Jeremy Sampson of Sampson Marine has signed the contract and should begin that project soon.  She and Planning Director Heard are following the work at the Harris Tract.  Buckner questioned if the footprint for the gazebo is level, since it does not appear to be.  Liaison White said that she would check on that tomorrow; she had been out there today to check on the gazebo.  

c.
Kitty Hawk Village Multi-Use Path.   
Liaison White related that she had talked to Mayor Pro Tem Bateman about this project; they are putting the bridge up for bid tomorrow.  The work on the paths is also moving along, and is expected to be completed between May 30th to June 15th.  Jackson indicated that the hole had been patched, but felt that it would reappear before DOT was finished with the project.  .  

d.  Roanoke Island Park Property.  
Liaison White advised that there is no update on this project.  Buckner related that no one can enter that property now since a gate has been installed.  Councilwoman Klutz explained that the Roanoke Island Commission would place the infrastructure on the property, and that possibly they had put up the gate because people were parking in there.  Councilwoman Klutz indicated that the Recreation Committee would need to provide someone to replace Dorman on that Committee.    

e.  Additional Parking for the Bath House Beach Access at the Post Office.  

Liaison White reported that there were no new updates; the project remains the same as last month when Staff received a response to their request to discuss working toward an agreement for use of the property.  Councilwoman Klutz indicated that she had learned from Planner Heard that he had found and talked to the real estate person, and they were moving ahead in developing information for discussion with the Recreation Committee.  

7.  Items brought up by Committee Members.  

Conflicts of Interest.   Buckner discussed Dorman’s resignation due to a conflict with the work she did for the town which prevents her from serving on the Recreation Committee.  She noted that Brake is with Barnhill Construction Company which has contracts with the Town, but serves on this Committee.  She remembered that this came about from the original discussions about the Code of Ethics, at which time Chairman DeLucia planned to resign since he could not represent Albemarle Engineering before the Council and also serve on the Recreation Committee.  
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There are several people who have left because of that problem.  Councilwoman Klutz advised that it is not a conflict for Brake to serve on the Committee since he does not own Barnhill.  However, Dorman is an independent contractor and could directly benefit for the work that she does for the Town, particularly involving Committee discussions which would place her in a position to know more about what was needed than other people.  Therefore, that would represent a conflict.  Monroe indicated that he had owned a company which had done work for the Town, although he does not at the present time.  Councilwoman Klutz noted that more attention has been paid to these matters, not only in the Town but also in the State, due to new laws.  Liaison White indicated that she had let Dorman know that she did not know of anything that would be coming up in the next few months that would cause her to miss an opportunity to bid by being on the Recreation Committee.  However, Dorman had indicated that her business has grown and she is very busy, and did not have the free time that she initially had.
Rhoads requested clarification about conflicts since he said that he also has contracts with the Town.  Monroe indicated that at one time this question was resolved because the members were volunteers on the Committee.  Councilwoman Klutz felt that in Rhoads’ case, his contracts really do not involve recreation projects such as paving bicycle paths.  She suggested that since there is a question, they could ask the Town Attorney for an opinion about it.  

Replacement Members.  Monroe asked if Council has names to consider to replace Dorman.  Councilwoman Klutz noted that the charter for this Committee was never changed to nine (9) members, and still states that it is comprised of seven (7) members.  She thought that if the Committee wanted to continue with nine members the Charter would need to be changed to reflect that.  She did not feel that currently having an additional member would be a problem since there is always one or more members absent from the meetings.  Although it is the Council’s decision, she requested that the Committee let her know what its preference is.  If the members prefer to retain nine people, then it will be necessary to place this on the Town Council Agenda to change the charter to reflect the actual membership.  However, if the Committee prefers to return to seven members, the Charter may remain as is.  For a time the Committee will be comprised of eight (8) members, but if someone else dropped out, through attrition it would become seven (7) members again.

Buckner noted that the former Council wanted the membership increased to nine (9) members, which the Committee members never understood, wanted, nor asked to have done.  They wondered at the time why they were increasing the number to nine when it was difficult to have seven members at all the meetings.  Councilwoman Klutz and Monroe remembered that as being correct at that time.  The consensus of the members was to leave the Charter as it is with seven (7) members.  Councilwoman Klutz said that they would not then be concerned about Council appointing someone else as a member.  They will leave it at eight members for now, and then when the membership is back down to seven, Council will begin appointing people again.  

Town Properties.   Monroe queried whether the Natole property will be used.  Councilwoman Klutz advised that the County has definitely closed on the purchase of the property, but did not 
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think that there was anything in the Capital Improvements Plan for any use to be made of that property at the present time.  Liaison White noted that the Parks and Recreation Trust Fund did provide funding in part for the Harris Tract Park, and she had met with the representative, Steve Muller, to look at both the Harris Tract Park and the Natole property.  Dare County received money from PARTF for that property.  Liaison White added that once Phase I of the Harris Tract Park is completed, they can apply again for grants for the back portion.  

There was also some discussion about the use to be made of the old Public Works property and the parcel on the Bypass reserved for the firehouse.  

Next Agenda.   Liaison White noted that the Agenda for April’s meeting will include: 

1)  Meeting with the Director of the Dare County Parks & Recreation Department for discussion;

2)  Going over the interpretative signage which the members will think about this month.  Liaison White suggested that the members visit other areas within Dare and Currituck Counties to look at other signs; she recommended that the wetlands walk in Windsor, NC.  She requested that if anyone visits any of the sites discussed to take photographs for the next meeting;  

3)  The Recreation Master Plan;  

4)  Skateboarding in Kitty Hawk.  There was minimal discussion about skateboarding in Kitty Hawk and in Buxton, as well as new legislation regarding liability of communities related to activities.  

Buckner commended the replacement of the flags at both the Police Station and Public Works buildings, which now look much better  She also questioned if striping at Byrd Street and at the pocket park will be done.  

Liaison White noted that the Kitty Hawk 8K Run will take place on Saturday, April 28, 2007.  

8.
ADJOURN:   

Jackson made the motion to adjourn. Faircloth seconded, and the motion was approved by a vote of 5-0.    The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 24, 2007.  







    ______________________________ 



Joseph Monroe, Chairman


__________________________________







Barbara A. Smith, Secretary

These Minutes were approved at the ______________  meeting.
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